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of mourning at a funeral.1 "We find it recorded moreover
that when the death of T'ang T'aiTsung was announced, the
barbarians sojourning at the capital expressed their sorrow
by wailing, cutting off their hair, gashing? (li ^) their faces,
and cutting their ears, until the blood washed the ground.2

Then as to the phrase "rend their garments", the
words lie-ch'ang (H ^) would seem to be susceptible
of no other interpretation, and the pilgrim tells us after-
wards that the people of India "rent their garments and
tore out their hair" as expressions of mourning. The
rending of the garments, however, was not a custom common
to the tribes between India and China, and it could not
have been practised by them generally on account of the
material which was in general use for their clothing. Some
native scholars explain the words lie-ch'ang here as mean-
ing "they wear clothes without folds and seams", that isr
their garments are strips or single pieces. Something
like this was the style of the outer articles of a China-
man's dress in the T'ang period and it was probably
adopted by some of the foreign tribes to which Chinese
influence reached. "We still see survivals of it on the streets
in Korea.

As to the slaughter of domestic animals, this was
practised at funerals by the T4ufan people but not by
all the other tribes. The Turks, who also gashed
their faces in mourning, slew sheep and horses in front
of the tent in which the body of a deceased parent was
placed pending the completion of arrangements for burial.
It is to be noted, however, that the T'ufan people and
the Turks are not said to have slain their domestic
animals in sacrifice to the manes of their deceased
parents.3 These animals were killed, we are expressly
told in the case of the T'ufan people, that they might
be at the service of the departed one, as the human
beings who were slain, or killed themselves, on the death

1  Ka-lan-ahi ch. 5*

2  T'ung-chien-kang-imi ch. 40.
s See Ma T. 1. ch. 334, 343.